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CORRESPONDENCE,  <fec. 


Jackson's  Creek,  February  2ncl,   1848. 

At  a  concourse  of  the  citizens  of  Fairfield  District,  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  last  honors  to  the  gallant  Lieut.  James  R. 
Clark,  and  depositing  his  remains  in  their  final  resting  place,  the 
following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved.  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  teader  to 
the  Rev.  Edwin  Cater,  the  thanks  of  the  citizens  for  his  appropri- 
ate Address;  and  to  request  a  copy  of  the  same  for  publication. 

Rev.  E.  Cater: 

Dear  Sir, — In  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Fairfield,  assembled  on 
this  melancholy  occasion,  we  tender  you  our  most  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments for  your  appropriate  and  eloquent  address;  and  desir- 
ous that  the  virtues  of  Fairfield's  gallant  son  may  be  perpetuated, 
we  most  respectfully  solicit,  for  publication,  a  copy  of  the  Funeral 
Oration  delivered  by  you,  as  being  well  calculated  to  eflfect  that  end. 
Yours  with  much  respect, 

A.    W.    YoNGUE, 

J.  W.   Hudson,        ^  Committee. 
W.  R.  Robertson, 

February  10,  1848. 
Gentlemen, — I  cannot  forbear  to  express  my  gratification  upon 
receiving  your  assurances  of  the  satisfaction  which  my  hastily  writ- 
ten address  imparted  to  my  auditory.     The  same  ardent  love  of  my 
country,  and  sincere  desire  to  aid  in  the  perpetuation  of  her  glori- 


IV. 

ous  civil  and  religious  institutions,  which  prompted  me  thus  to 
Eulogise  the  gallant,  and  patriotic  citizen  soldier,  who  died  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  inducd^me  also,  at  the  request  of  the  citizens 
of  Fairfield,  whom  you  represent,  to  place  the  Address  at  your  dis- 
posal, if  you  suppose  that  its  publication  will  be  promotive  of  the 
same  desirable  ends. 

Accept  of  my  acknowledgments  for  the  complimentary  terms  in 
which  you  have  communicated  the  thanks  and  wishes  of  my  fellow 
citizens. 

Yours  with  respectful  regard, 

Edwin  Cater. 

Messrs.  A.  W.  Yongue,  J.  W.  Hudson,  W.  R.  Robertson,  Com- 
mittee. 


ADDRESS. 


Fellow-Citizens  : 

You  are  assembled  to-day,  to  honor  in  the  custo- 
mary obsequies,  the  memory  of  one  of  Carohna's 
Patriot  sons,  who  died,  fig-hting-  the  batdes  of  our 
beloved  country  on  the  ensanguined  plains  of  Mexi- 
co. You  have  honored  me,  by  the  assignment  of  a 
conspicuous  part  in  these  solemn  and  imposing"  cere- 
monies. I  must  be  permitted,  however,  to  express 
my  reg-ret  that,  at  your  meeting*  in  Winnsboro',  on 
Saturday  last,  you  did  not  select  a  person  more  com- 
petent, both  to  conceive,  and  to  express  your  feeling's 
and  sentiments  on  this  interesting  occasion.  Had  I 
consulted  my  own  desires,  I  should  have  declined  the 
honor,  you  thought  fit  to  bestow  upon  me,  in  order 
that  the  duty  might  have  devolved  upon  some  one  of 
higher  powers  of  eloquence,  of  longer  residence  in 
your  District,  and  of  more  intimate  and  personal 
knowledge  of  the  parties.  But  as  you  had  made  the 
selection,  and  the  time  for  preparation  being  so  very 
short,  that  injustice  would  have  been  done  to  any  per- 
son subsequently  appointed,  and  who,  for  that  reason, 
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may  have  declined  also,  and  thus  you  would  have 
been  disappointed  altog-ether  in  the  desired  address, 
I  determined  to  comply,  especially  as  I  knew  that 
these  circumstances  would  justify  me  in  claiming"  your 
charitable  judg-ment  for  whatever  imperfections  may 
appear  in  the  perforrnance. 

The  Palmetto  State  has  ever  been  distinguished 
for  her  hig"h  estimation  of  the  services  of  her  talented, 
and  gifted  sons, — in  every  department  of  society ; 
whether  those  services  have  been  rendered  in  the 
peaceful  avocations  of  private  life ;  or  in  the  labors 
of  our  judicial,  and  leg"islative  bodies;  or  yet  in  the 
toils  and  perils  of  the  tented  field.  Those  whom  she 
has  thus  delighted  to  honor  when  living-,  she  has  also 
honored  when  dead,  in  the  deep  and  tender  wails  of 
her  unaffected,  and  sorrowful  mourning-.  Thus,  with 
lofty  enthusiasm,  she  rejoiced  in  the  brilliant  achieve- 
ments of  our  gallant  army,  both  in  repelling-  the  pre- 
sumptous  invader  of  our  domain,  and  in  chastising- 
the  insolent  foe,  who  had  most  fatally  for  herself,  con- 
strued the  masfnanimous  forbearance  of  our  General 
Government  under  repeated,  and  ag-gravated  wrong-s, 
as  an  evidence  of  our  conscious  weakness.  Every 
report  from  the  seat  of  war,  was  calculated  to  elate 
still  more  our  feelings,  already  triumphant  in  the  un- 
paralleled success  of  our  victorious  arms.  Such  un- 
exampled victories,  gained  under  so  many  disadvan- 
tageous circumstances,  and  over  such  fearful  odds,  in- 
spired the  confident  belief  that  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
fought  with  our  army  now,  as  in  the  days  of  our  rev- 
>olutionary  struggle.     We  expected  no  reverses.     We 


had  almost  foro-otten  that  our  men  were  vuhierable, 
and  mig-ht  fall  in  the  deadly  charg^e,  thoiig"h  the  loud 
re-echohig-  shouts  of  triumph  sent  up  to  the  heavens 
by  their  victorious  comrades  should  only  serve  as  the 
requiem  of  their  departing-  souls.  As  in  the  case  of 
the  immortal  Wolf,  when  dying",  on  the  heights  of 
Abraham :  the  sound  "they  fly,  they  fly,"  aroused 
the  hero  from  the  stupor  of  deatli,  and  raising-  his  dy- 
ing-eyes  asked,  "Who  fly?"  "The  enemy!"  it  is  re- 
plied, "Then  I  die  contented,"  he  exclaimed :  and 
his  noble  spirit  was  borne  aloft  upon  the  shouts  of  his 
victorious  army. 

We  stood  upon  the  tip-toe  of  excited  expectation. 
Every  mail  found  us  prepared  to  illuminate  our  hous- 
es, and  to  parade  our  streets  in  torch-lig-ht  processions. 
In  this  state  of  mind  we  received  the  first  intellig-ence 
of  the  noble  exploits,  and  splendid  triumphs  of  our 
chivalrous  army  at  Contreras  and  Churubusco. — 
Every  drop  of  Patriot  blood  within  us  was  stirred. 
With  still  prouder  emphasis  we  pronounced  our  coun- 
try's name.  We  rejoiced  in  our  citizenship.  Con- 
g-ratulatory  compliments  passed  reciprocally  from 
friend  to  friend.  The  voice  of  g"leeful  mirth  and  joy- 
ous hilarity  was  heard  in  every  festive  hall,  ring-ing- 
in  the  exciting-  melody  of  patriotic  song-,  or  in  the 
blithsome  tones  of  the  merry  laugh.  But  suddenly 
another  voice  is  heard.  The  sorrowful  wails  of  our 
orphaned  Reg-iment,  weeping-  over  their  gallant  ofl[i- 
cers,  (who  had  been  as  parents  to  them,)  are  borne 
to  us  on  the  bosom  of  the  moaning  wind.  With  deep 
ang-uish  we  learn  the  extent  of  our  loss :    that  these 
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victories  have  cost  us  the  best  blood  of  our  citizen- 
soldiers, — that  the  chief  officers  and  choicest  spirits  of 
the  Palmetto  Reg-iment  had  fallen  in  battle.  The 
State  mourns  for  her  Butler,  her  Dickinson,  her 
Clark,  her  Moragne,  and  others,  and  her  bitter  lamen- 
tations are  heard  from  the  seaboard  to  the  mountains. 
The  lights  of  our  illuminated  cities  are  extinguished 
in  the  deep  gloom  which  over-shadows  every  mind, 
and  in  the  agonising-  sorrow  which  overflows  every 
heart.  For  them  the  State  rears  the  gorgeous  monu- 
mental pile  upon  which  imperishably  to  engrave  their 
honored  names  and  heroic  deeds,  as  a  commendatory 
memorial  worthy  to  instruct  the  remotest  generations 
in  lessons  of  virtuous  patriotism.  For  them,  the  gift- 
ed bard  has  invoked  the  muse  of  Elegiac  verse ;  and 
the  Eulogist  has  poured  forth  all  the  powers  of  his 
soul-subduing  eloquence  in  high  sounding  periods, 
laudatory  of  their  patriotic  heroism.  In  testimony  of 
their  worth,  Ministers  and  their  people,  learned  Pro- 
fessors, and  their  pupils,  skilful  Advocates  and  their 
clients,  Merchants  and  their  customers,  Mechanics  and  , 
their  operatives,  the  Farmer  and  his  domestics,  the 
honored  Matrons  and  their  fair  daughters,  have  all 
hastened  to  obtain  the  privilege  of  participating  in 
the  imposing  and  solemn  ceremonies  of  their  funeral 
honors.  Thus  does  Carohna  gratefully  honor  her 
patriot  children. 

While  we  have  participated  in  the  general  sorrow, 
we  are  reminded  to-day  of  the  loss  of  our  own  District 
and  community.  We  too  have  been  bereaved.  Lieut. 
Clark  and  Stein,   and  Durham  and  Hardy,  Cain, 


Harper,  and  others,  privates  in  the  Fairfield  company, 
are  no  more ;  therefore  the  habihmenls  of  woe,  and 
the  weeds  of  mourning  are  upon  your  persons.  Nor 
are  these  the  vain  tokens  of  mere  comphment.  They 
find  a  deep  response  in  your  inmost  souls.  We  feeF 
assured.  Fellow-citizens!  that  no  ordinary  emotions 
agitate  your  bosoms  as  you  now  circle  around  the 
mortal  remains  of  your  own  noble,  gallant,  heroic 
Clark.  While  you  thus  are  gratefully  emulous  to  be- 
stow the  highest  testimony  of  your  just  appreciation 
of  the  exalted  merits  of  this  your  citizen  soldier,  who 
nobly  sustained,  with  indomitable  courage  and  intre- 
pid valor,  the  cause  of  your  outraged  and  injured 
country,  upon  the  soil  of  the  unjust,  and  perfidious 
aggressor ;  you  are  proudly  conscious  of  the  fact  that 
he  was  a  son  of  your  District,  and  as  such  has  shed  a 
rich  lustre  of  glory  upon  the  land  of  his  birth.  You 
have  a  feehng  of  gratulation  that  one  of  your  own 
number  should  display  such  chivalrous  conduct,  such 
collected  firmness  in  discharging  his  duties  as  an  offi- 
cer and  soldier  in  the  hour  of  sanguinary  conflict  and 
deadly  strife,  that  unappalled  by  the  deafening  roar  of 
the  murderous  cannon,  belching  forth  fire  and  death ; 
catching  no  impulse  of  fear  from  the  shrill  twang  of 
the  swiftly  flying  musket  ball,  unterrified  amidst  the 
shrieks  of  the  wounded,  and  the  groans  of  the  dying ; 
and  even  unmoved  during  the  momentary  faltering 
and  confusion  of  the  New  York  volunteers,  he  led  on 
his  htde  Spartan  band  of  Fairfield  boys,  with  daunt- 
less unflinching  courage  to  the  terrible  bayonet- 
charge.     Clark  knew  not  how  to  flee,  for  in  his  veins 
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circulated  no  dastard  blood.  We  cannot  hesitate  to 
say,  and  we  believe  that  your  united  testimony  will 
sustain  the  assertion,  that  you,  his  fellow-citizens,  in 
these  appropriate  funeral  ceremonies,  only  honor  him, 
who  first  honored  you. 

We  feel  justified  on  this  occasion  to  make  some 
g-eneral  observations  upon  the  subject  of  war.  A 
sickly  sentimentality,  a  spirit  of  Pseudo-philanthropy, 
has  sprung-  up  in  certain  sections,  distinguished  for 
nothing-  more,  than  for  its  fierce  and  warlike  denun- 
ciations of  all  wars.  For  those  who  have  imbibed 
such  opinions  and  principles  we  feel  no  sympathy.  It 
is  true  that  many  of  them  profess  to  deduce  their  doc- 
trines from  the  Bible,  yet  we  must  ever  reg-ard  their 
deductions  as  forced  and  unnatural.  An  attentive 
survey  of  the  whole  scope  of  Bible  teaching-  upon  this 
subject,  would  lead  us  to  a  very  different  conclusion. 
Intimations  are  abundant  in  the  scriptures,  that  war 
is  a  part  of  the  sad  consequences  of  man's  apostasy 
from,  and  rebellion  against  his  King  and  Creator. 
His  fallen  and  corrupted  nature  is  necessarily  turbu- 
lent, and  like  the  heaving,  molten  matter  in  the  bow- 
els of  the  earth,  it  will  often  burst  forth  in  the  thun- 
ders, and  lightnings,  and  destructions  of  volcanic 
eruption.  Hence  our  Saviour  says,  "ye  shall  hear  of 
wars  and  rumors  of  wars,"  and  leaves  us  to  infer  that 
it  will  be  so,  even  unto  the  end,  or  until  the  complete 
establishment  of  the  Messianic  Kingdom,  in  the  days 
of  the  Millenium,  when  the  earth  shall  flourish  in  the 
peaceful  brightness  of  its  primitive  Paradisiacal  glory, 
and  man  ever  be  a  brother  to  his  fellow-man. 
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The  Apostle  John,  also,  in  Apocalyptic  vision,  in- 
forms us  that  the  Beast, — the  man  of  sin, — the  mother 
of  Harlots,  (which  is  Anti-christian  Rome,)  will  con- 
tinue to  make  war  upon  the  saints  of  God.  He  also 
informs  us  that  the  most  bloody  and  terrible  of  all  the 
conflicts  which  the  church  is  to  have  with  anti-christ 
will  immediately  precede  the  Millenium.  For  the 
spirit  of  the  papacy  shall  g-ather  together  Gog-  and 
Magog-,  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  into  a 
place  called,  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  Armageddon, 
and  fire  shall  come  down  from  God  out  of  heaven  and 
devour  them. 

The  Apostle  James  also  asks,  "whence  come  wars 
and  fightings  among-  you  7  Come  they  not  hence, 
even  of  your  lusts,  that  war  in  your  members  1  Thus 
he  points  out  the  true  origin  of  all  wars,  even 
the  disordered  passions  of  men,  their  pride,  their  am- 
bition, their  avarice  and  oppression.  While  men  are 
thus  evil  disposed,  you  must  expect,  either  that  wars 
will  ensue,  or  that  the  rapacious  will,  with  impunity, 
strip  us  of  our  dearest  civil  and  religious  rights  and 
privileg-es.  The  savage  wars  among  the  brutes,  and 
more  especially  the  destructive  wars  of  the  elements, 
are  striking  illustrations  of  the  tendencies  to  strife  in 
man's  moral  and  physical  nature.  Before,  then,  you 
denounce  all  war,  you  must  either  eradicate  from  the 
breasts  of  men  those  lusts,  those  fiendish  and  malig-- 
nant  passions,  that  war  in  their  members,  or  prepare 
your  minds  to  bear  a  state  of  things  far  more  calami- 
tous to  the  highest  interests  of  society.  Why  has  the 
Creator  ordained  Governments ;  and  given  them  the 
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sword,  as  a  terror  to  evil-doers  and  as  a  protection  of 
those  who  do  well,  if  they  are  not  to  use  this  sword 
to  ward  off  from  the  virtuous  citizen,  g-reat  evils,  as 
well  as  small.  The  same  law  of  self-preservation, 
which  permits  us  to  defend  ourselves  from  the  incen- 
diary, the  mid-night  assassin,  or  the  highway  robber — 
permits  us  also  to  repel  every  aggression  upon  our 
lives,  property  and  rights  of  conscience,  from  whatever 
quarter  they  may  come.  As  this  reasoning  would  be 
just  respecting  every  member  of  any  community  sep- 
arately, it  must  be  true  of  them  collectively.  We 
have  thus  hastily  glanced  at  some  of  the  arguments 
which  sustain  the  propriety  of  defensive  war:  we 
would  refer  those  who  wish  to  see  the  subject  treated 
at  greater  length,  to  Dr.  Smyth's  sermon  on  the  rela- 
tion of  Christianity  to  war,  and  to  a  series  of  sermons 
by  President  Davies,  delivered  during  the  "French 
and  Indian  wars." 

While  every  good  man  must  deplore  and  deprecate 
the  evils  consequent  upon  a  state  of  war,  such  as  the 
destruction  of  life,  the  waste  of  property  and  the  de- 
moralising influence  of  the  camp,  yet  we  cannot  see 
the  propriety  of  holding  those  responsible  for  these 
and  other  disastrous  consequences,  who  must  either 
draw  the  sword  in  defence  of  their  homes,  their  fire- 
sides and  domestic  altars,  or  give  to  the  merciless  in- 
vader the  power  to  devastate  our  country,  to  butcher 
our  wives  and  children,  to  subvert  our  cherished  civil 
and  religious  institutions,  and  to  bind  upon  our  necks 
the  gaUing  yokes  of  temporal  and  spiritual  despotism. 
No !  my  fellow-citizens,  Christianity  teaches  no  such 
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doctrines.  Under  the  circumstances  we-  have  just 
supposed,  she  would  say  to  us  now  as  she  said  to 
Israel  of  old,  "Be  of  good  courag-e,  and  let  us  play  the 
men  for  our  people  and  for  the  cities  of  our  God." — 
And  the  craven  soul  who  would  refuse  to  respond  to 
the  exhortation  would  deserve  the  scorn  and  execra- 
tion of  every  g-ood  man.     "War  then  is  justifiable 

In  those  who  do  their  native  rights  maintain, 
In  those  whose  swords  an  iron  barrier  are 
Between  the  lawless  spoiler  and  the  weak." 

"Christianity,"  says  Dr.  Smyth,  "while  it  permits 
war  in  cases  of  necessity,  nevertheless  by  its  doc- 
trines, precepts  and  influence  provides  for  the  ultimate 
and  utter  overthrow  of  war.  This  it  does,  however, 
not  direcdy  but  indirectly — not  by  national  but  by  in- 
dividual reformation  ;  not  by  the  legislation  of  author- 
ity, but  by  moral  suasion ; — not  by  giving*  over  the  in- 
terests of  society,  and  the  welfare  of.  all  g-ood  men 
into  the  hands  of  the  lawless,  the  violent,  and  the  im- 
pure, but  by  g-radually  transforming-  these  very  men 
into  g-ood,  and  virtuous,  and  peaceful  members  of  the 
community."  ■ 

We  do  not  believe  that  you  can  find  any  authority 
in  the  Bible  to  justify  any  war  that  is  not  stricdy  de- 
fensive. The  quesdon  then  arises,  is  the  present  war 
one  of  defense.  We  cannot  perceive  how  any  doubt 
can  exist  in  an  unbiased  mind  when  the  facts  are 
fairly  stated.  Texas,  one  of  the  "departments"  of 
Mexico,  labored  under  such  g-rievances  as  forced  her 
to  declare  herself  independent  of  the  Central  g-overn- 
ment.     Mexico  attempted,  without  success,  to  subdue 
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her.  Texas  maintained  her  position,  and  her  inde- 
pendence was  acknowledged  by  several  sovereign 
powers.  About  ten  years  after  she  had  thrown  off 
the  Mexican  yoke  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  she  ap- 
plied for  admission  into  our  confederacy,  Mexico 
then  proposed  to  acknowledge  her  independence,  if 
she  would  withdraw  her  application  for  admission 
into  this  Union.  Texas  indignantly  rejected  the 
proposition,  and  was  solemnly  incorporated  as  a  sove- 
reign State  under  our  laws,  government  and  protec- 
tion. Mexico  renewed  her  threats  of  invasion,  viola- 
ted her  treaty  stipulations  with  the  United  States,  re- 
fused to  receive  our  commissioner,  and  sent  a  numer- 
ous army  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Texas  now  claimed 
protection,  and  our  troops  were  sent  to  occupy  the 
country  between  the  Neuces  and  the  Rio  Grande. — 
The  Mexicans  crossed  the  river,  attacked  our  army, 
and  being  repulsed  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca,  were 
compelled  to  recross  the  River.  This  then,  was  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  and  who  was  the  aggressor? 
Undoubtedly  Mexico.  This  then  is  a  war  of  defense. 
But  some  pretend  to  argue  that  our  troops  were  the 
aggressors,  because  they  crossed  the  Neuces,  that 
the  country  between  the  Neuces  and  Rio  Grande  was 
in  dispute,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  entered.  But 
with  whom  was  the  dispute  ?  Was  it  not  between 
Mexico  and  the  United  States?  If  so,  then  the  dis- 
puted territory  extended  to  the  Sabine,  and  the  en- 
trance of  our  troops  into  any  part  of  Texas  would 
have  been  regarded  by  Mexico  as  an  aggression. 
Besides,  Texas  claimed  the  country,  the  inhabitants 
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acted  in  concert  with  the  Texans,  and  did  not  seek 
protection  from  Mexico  ag-ainst  the  action  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  question  as  to  the  original  boun- 
dary of  Texas  is  not  of  prime  importance  in  this 
discussion.  The  question  is,  what  extent  of  country 
threw  off  the  Mexican  yoke,  and  obtained  under  the 
name  of  Texas,  an  acknowledgement  of  its  indepen- 
dence by  foreign  powers,  and  as  such  became  incor- 
porated into  the  Union,  and  the  answer  is  the  whole 
country  to  the  Rio  Grande.* 

Another  question  of  interest  now  arises,  does  the 
carrying-  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country  change  it 
into  an  offensive  war.  We  cannot  now  g-ive  the  rea- 
sons for  our  opinion,  and  must  be  content  simply  to 
state,  that  we  still  regard  the  war.  as  defensive  in  the 
strictest  sense.! 


*  Our  position  is  farther  fortified  by  the  fact,  that  after  the  battle  of 
San  Jacinto,  in  which  the  arms  of  Texas  acquired  imperishable  honors  in 
the  complete  overthrow  of  the  Mexican  Army,  and  in  the  capture  of  their 
General,  Santa  Anna,  the  whole  pountry  to  the  Rio  Grande,  was  yielded  to 
the  Texan  authorities,  by  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Mexican  forces : 
and  is  farther  sustained  by  the  fact,  that  the  Act  of  both  Houses  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  enacted  after  the  Battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca, 
declares  that  "American  blood  had  been  spilt  on  American  soil  by  a  foreign 
foe."    (Gluoted  from  memory.) 

t  We  illustrate  our  views  by  the  following  historical  references.  The 
active  and  aggressive  operations  of  the  Romans  under  Scipio  in  Africa 
against  the  Carthagenians,  during  the  2nd  Punic  War,  were  defensive,  being 
designed  to  draw  Hannibal  from  the  walls  of  Rome,  and  the  plains  of  Italy. 

Our  war  with  Tripoli,  and  our  late  war  with  England  were  defensive,  being 
waged  in  defence  of  our  commerce,  and  of  the  rights  of  our  seamen ;  yet  the 
theatre  of  the  former  was  a  distant  sea,  and  a  foreign  shore ;  and  many  of  the 
naval  engagements  in  the  latter  were  on  the  waters  adjacent  to  the  British 
shores,  and  the  operations  of  one  campaign  were  directed  against  the  British 
province  of  Canada. 
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Defensive  war,  then,  not  being  opposed  by  Chris- 
tianity, what  is  the  obvious  duty  of  the  citizens  of  the 
country,  when  such  wars  do  occur  ?  Evidently  to 
contribute  all  in  their  power  to  bring"  them  to  a  spee- 
dy and  rig-hteous  termination,  Christianity  does  not 
contradict  the  dictates  of  true  patriotism.  Hence, 
when  our  country  calls  for  the  prelection  of  the  strong 
arm  of  the  citizen  against  foreign  or  domestic  foe,  re- 
hgion  does  not  prohibit  obedience  to  the  call:  and 
none  but  a  dastard  would  plead  such  excuse  to  evade 
the  call  of  his  country.  Such,  however,  was  not  the 
spirit  of  Lieut.  Clark.  His  was  a  spirit  of  trueand 
exalted  patriotism.  When  the  savage  Indian  was 
laying  waste  with  fire  and  sword  the  territory  of 
Florida,  he  hesitated  not  to  volunteer  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  and  for  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity. 
The  reports  of  men  butchered  and  scalped,  of  women 
and  children  murdered  and  burnt  in  their  houses,  fired 
his  generous  bosom ;  and  with  his  compatriots  he 
hastened  to  the  seat  of  war,  to  aid  in  expelling  the 
merciless  and  blood-thirsty  foe  from  our  territory. 
The  campaign  in  which  he  served  was  short,  he  was 
in  only  one  engagement,  yet  his  fellow  soldiers  bear 
testimony  to  his  cool  courage,  and  his  manly  and 
soldier-like  deportment.  The  Florida  war  having 
closed,  he  returned  home  to  the  more  quiet  avocations 
of  life,  and  to  sustain  and  cherish  a  widowed  mother. 
In  these  interesting  duties  he  remained  until  the  fall 
of  1846,  when  he  again  hears  his  country  calling  him 
to  burnish  his  musket  and  to  gird  on  his  swojrd.     With 
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him,  that  voice  was  ever  potential ;  for  he  was  inspir- 
ed with  a  love  of  his  country. 

He  volunteered,  not  through  ignorance  of  the  toils 
and  dangers  of  the  service,  for  he  had  before  endur- 
ed the  hardships  of  the  camp,  and  braved  the  perils  of 
the  battle-field  ;  nor  did  he  do  it  from  wild,  and  ro- 
mantic impulses,  for  he  was  a  man  of  an  opposite 
temperament ;  nor  yet  did  he  do  it  because  he  was  a 
stranger  and  friendless,  for  he  lived  in  a  numerous 
circle  of  affectionate  relatives,  and  possessed  the  ut- 
most popularity  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Yea,  he  had 
great  inducements  to  remain  at  home,  and  neglect  the 
calls  of  patriotism.  The  ties'  of  natural  affecdon,  en- 
twined most  tenderly  around  his  sensitive  and  loving 
heart,  and  thus  bound  him  to  the  domestic  hearth. — 
In  his  bosom  filial  affecdon  for  an  aged  mother  main- 
tained a  hard  disputed  contest  with  his  patriotism, 
but  his  patriotism  obtained  the  victory.  For  "Amor 
patriae  vincit  omnia."  The  love  of  his  country  tri- 
umphed over  all  obstacles. 

The  enlistment  having  been  completed,  and  the 
company  having  been  organised,  a  most  interesting 
ceremony  took  place  in  Winnsboro',  previous  to  the 
volunteers  leaving  for  the  seat  of  war.  It  was  the 
presentadon  of  a  beautiful  flag,  bearing  the  emblem- 
atic symbols  of  our  loved  country  upon  its  rich  folds, 
by  the  ladies  of  the  Town,  through  their  fair  repre- 
sentative, who,  in"  a  well  composed,  patriotic  address 
handed  it  to  the  company,  with  the  charge  that  they 
should  ever  defend  it.  In  the  defence  of  that  flag, 
Lieut.  Clark  acted  a  part  full  of  the  most  touching 
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trag-edy.  He  received  his  fatal  wound  when  having- 
snatched  up  the  flag-  from  him  who  had  just  been  shot 
down,  he  was  bearing  it  forward  as  the  rallying  point 
for  his  soldiers.  The  scene  is  thus  described  by  an 
eye  witness,  "Our  little  flag — presented  to  us  by  the 
ladies  of^Winnsboro' — has  received  several  balls  in  it, 
and  will  be  preserved  as  an  interesting  relic  and 
memento  of  the  Mexican  war.  I  was  shot  down 
with  it  in  my  right  hand,  and  when  T  fell,  it  was 
snatched  up  by  Lieut.  Clark,  who  held  it  only  long 
enough  to  moisten  its  silken  folds  with  the  blood  of  a 
hero." 

The  entire  conduct  of  Lieut.  Clark  was  such  as  to 
impart  courage  to  the  whole  company  of  which  he 
was  then  the  commanding  officer.  They  caught  the 
inspiration  of  his  genius,  and  nobly  performed  their 
duties  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  same  letter  writer 
whom  we  have  already  quoted  remarks,  "It  affords 
me  infinite  pride  and  pleasure  when  I  reflect,  not  only 
upon  the  gallant  bearing  of  our  whole  Regiment,  but 
especially  upon  the  noble  conduct  of  the  Fairfield 
company;  but  to  have  seen  our  brave  Lieut.  Clark 
•when  commanding,  would  inspire  any  man  with  cou- 
rage." ,       .  ■  • 

His  dauntless  bravery  in  the  command  of  his  troops 
on  the  field  of  batde,  was  not  more  heroic  than  his 
last  command  after-he  was  mortally  wounded,  "Stand 
their  fire  at  all  hazards  !  Remember  where  you  are 
from! ! !"  Memorable  words !  Worthy  to  be  placed 
by  the  side  of  the  last  w^ords  of  the  immortal  Nelson, 
or  those  of  the  no  less  gallant  Lawrence.     How  does 
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the  brightness  of  his  patriotism  shine  forth  even  in 
his  last  command.  He  reminds  his  company  of  their 
country,  may  we  not  say  of  their  district,  as  the  most 
powerful  incentive  to  deeds  of  daring-  and  chivalry. 
Well  may  Fairfield  delight  to  honor  the  name  of  such 
a  son,  and  well  may  she  mourn  his  untimely  end,  that 
the  brightness  of  his  rising  fame  should  have  been 
quenched  before  it  had  reached  its  noon-day  splendor. 
His  country  is  prepared  to  say  well  done  faithful  ser- 


vant.J 


f  The  circumstance  that  the  shortness  of  the  time  allowed  for  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  Address  rendered  it  impossible  for  all  the  interesting  facts 
to  be  collected  and  embodied  in  the  discourse  bj''  one  whose  attention  had  not 
previously  been  specially  directed  to  the  subject,  is  assigned  as  my  reason  for 
inserting,  in  the  form  of  a  note,  the  following  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Lieut. 
Clark,  which  appeared  in  "  The  South  Carolinian,"  dated  1st  February,  184S. 

Lieut.  J.  R.  Clark. — The  writer  of  this  article  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
Lieutenant  J.  R.  Clark,  and  can  say,  without  derogation  to  any  other,  that  a 
nobler  spirit  has  not  perished  in  the  Mexican  War.  This  assertion  is 
prompted  by  no  prejudices  of  friendship,  nor  by  any  other  motive  save  the 
desire  of  paying  a  feeble  tribute  to  the  brave  soldier  whose  remains  have  just 
reached  our  home.  During  a  number  of  years  in  which  he  was  known  to 
the  writer,  the  breath  of  slander  never  sullied  his  name,  and  whatever  virtues 
he  may  be  described  as  having,  will  be  fteely  endorsed  by  all  his  acquaintan- 
ces. 

When  South  Carolina  was  required  to  furnish  volunteers  for  the  Florida 
war,  Clark,  then  a  mere  youth,  responded  to  the  call  of  his  country,  and  con- 
ducted himself  creditably  through  that  severe  campaign.  On  the  breaking 
out  of  the  present  war,  he  again  left  the  enjoyments  of  home  for  the  stern  pri- 
vations of  a  soldier's  life.  He  was  elected  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  Fairfield 
Company,  and  well  has  he  sustained  the  reputation  of  his  native  district. — 
All  who  have  served  with  him  attest  in  the  most  honorable  manner  his  gal- 
lantry as  a  soldier  and  his  efficiency  as  an  officer.  Not  only  did  his  men  love 
and  confide  in  him,  but  his  many  virtues  had  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew 
him.  "To  know  him  was  to  love  him."  With  a  handsome  and  manly  form, 
he  combined  that  gentlemanly  deportment,  high  sense  of  honor,  and  chival- 
rous courage,  which  command  the  love  and  respect  of  all. 

Lieut.  Clark  was  one  of  those  modest,  unassuming-men,  whose  virtues  alone 
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But  there  is  another  aspect  of  the  character  of 
Lieut.  Clark  full  of  interest  to  his  Christian  friends. 
We  all  know  what  a  pernicious  influence  the  camp 
exerts  upon  the  morals  of  men;  How  seldom  do  we 
find  a  man,  whose  virtue  is  sufficiently  pure  to  stand 
the  fiery  ordeal,  whose  morality  is  of  such  Puritan 
stamp,  as  to  pass  throug^h  the  corruptions  of  a  soldier's 
life  without  contamination  ;  yet  such  was  the  virtue, 
and  such  the  morality  of  Lieut.  Clark.  We  cannot 
forbear  g^iving"  you  the  following*  extract  from  a  letter 
written  by  a  Fellow  Officer.  "Say  to  Mrs.  Clark,  his 
only  surviving"  parent,  that  her  son  (J.  R.  C.)  daily  read 
his  Bible;  that  he  always  carried  it  in  his  pocket;  and 
but  the  morning-  of  the  same  day  of  the  battle,  when 
we  had  come  to  a  halt,   to  rest  awhile,  he  pulled  out 


bring  them  into  notice.  It  may  be  truly  said  of  liim,  that  he  was  modest  as  a 
girl,  but  fearless  as  a  lion.  In  him,  generosity,  devotion  to  country,  and  un- 
quailing  bravery  were  beautifully  blended ;  and  few  purer  soldiers  ever 
marched  to  battle.  In  the  absence  of  Capt.  Kennedy,  Clark  commanded  his 
company  in  the  fierce  battles  of  Contreras  and  Churubusco,  in  the  latter  of 
which  he  fell.  When  the  bearer  of  the  Company's  colors  was  shot  down, 
Clark  himself  siezed  them  and  proudly  bore  them  in  the  hottest  of  the  con- 
flict, until  he  fell  bathing  them  with  his  blood  ;  and  thus  nobly  redeeming  the 
pledge  made  to  the  fair  daughters  of  Winnsboro',  by  whom  that  flag  was 
presented.  As  the  deadly  ball  struck  him,  he  cried  to  his  men  "Stand  their 
fire  at  all  hazards — remernfcer  where  you're  from."  When  the  brave  Lieut. 
Stekn,  who  fell  in  a  subsequent  engagement  ran  to  him  and  raised  his  head, 
he  said  to  him  "I'm  a  dead  man — leave  me  and  lead  the  boys  on."  As  his 
manly  form  lay  bleeding  on  that  ensanguined  field,  his  only  anxiety  was  for 
his  country's  honor.  His  last  words  were  spent  in  encouraging  his  dauntless 
Fairfield  boys.  He  has  gone  from  amongst  us,  but  his  memory  will  not  soon 
pass  away.  Deeply  do  his  friends  and  relations  mourn  his  loss,  but  while 
they  shed  the  bitter  tear,  their  hearts  will  swell  with  pride  when  they  recall 
his  glorious  death.  His  gallant  bearing  on  the  bloody  field  of  Churubusco 
will  prove  a  sweet  consolation  to  his  desolate  family,  and  a  balm  to  the  be- 
reaved heart  of  his  widowed  mother.  C . 
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that  great  book,  the  Bible,  and  performed  his  daily- 
task — if  task  it  may  be  called.  His  character  through- 
out our  whole  campaig-n  has  been  strictly  moral  and 
exemplary  :  indeed  his  example  was  well  worthy  to 
be  followed  by  all  of  us."  With  such  testimony  before 
us,  it  surely  is  neither  extravagant  nor  unreasonable 
for  us  to  indulge  the  consoling  hope  that  Lieut.  Clark 
was  not  only  a  noble  patriot  soldier ;  but  also  a  dis- 
ciple and  soldier  of  King  Emanuel :  and  that  his  dis- 
embodied spirit  is  now  rejoicing-  in  the  bright  glories 
of  the  celestial  world.     Amen,  and  Amen. 

Noble,  Brave,  Heroic  Clark  ! ! ! 

In  behalf  of  your  fellow-citizens  we  say  that  you 
have  immortalised  the  name  of  your  family ! ! ! 

Thrice  happy  and  honored  the  mother  who  gave 
such  a  son  to  her  country  ! ! ! 

Peace  be  to  your  ashes,  gallant  soldier  ! ! ! 

Soft  be  thy  slumbers ! !  till  the  voice  of  Jesus  revivi- 
fy your  sleeping  dust,  and  call  it  to  the  Upper  skies ; 
and  there  crown  you  with  eternal  felicity.  Amen 
and  Amen. 


